
which he allowed the regular ration. He arrived at
a result which at first sight seemed paradoxical, inas-
much as the abstinence increased by half the toxicity
of the urine. This fact was explained as follows :

A person reduced to live at the expense of his own
substance destroys with greater difficulty and more

incompletely living matter; whereas in the conditions
of normal alimentation, he burns more easily and
more completely the circulating material. The ques-
tion is asked, what becomes of this toxicity under
the influence of a day's corporal exercise of great
activity, out in the country, and in the open air? Dr.
Bouchard ascertained that it diminishes about one-
third.

The author concluded his paper with the state-
ment that in these physiological conditions, viz. :
normal alimentation, abstinence, sleep, wakefulness
during rest, wakefulness during muscular activity, the
variations of toxicity appear to depend particularly
on the more or less greater intensity of oxidation.

In connection with the subject of the toxicity of
the urine in physiological conditions, I may here
make a note of a paper read by M. Felz on experi-
ments performed by him to ascertain the toxic power
of febrile urine. The experiments were performed
with human urine of subjects suffering from typhoid
fever, scarlet fever, acute tuberculosis, pneumonia,
and acute articular rheumatism, which the experi-
menter injected into the venous blood of clogs. The
results obtained were as follows: The so-called
uraemic accidents, from the first efforts of elimination
followed or not by effects indicating nervous, con-

vulsive, toxic or clonic phenomena, leading always
to coma and nearly always to death, are manifested
much more rapidly than when normal urine is em-

ployed. These phenomena are produced with urine
in doses far inferior to those which would have been
necessary if the experiments were performed with
normal urine. The doses of intoxication are two-
thirds or half inferior to the doses of intoxication of
normal urine, and correspond to the volume of urine
secreted by the dog in twenty-four hours at the mini-
mum, or forty-eight hours at the maximum. The
author adds that the toxic power of febrile urine is
far from obeying the law of proportionality of densi-
ties. He found that there existed in pathological
febrile urine agents of toxicity which are not found
in normal urine, or which are represented in the lat-
ter only by quantities relatively very feeble.

A. B.

CREMATION.
To the Editor of the Journal:

Dear Sir:\p=m-\Youreditorial explanation (page 98,
July 24, 1886), as to the present status of the subject
of Cremation before the American Medical Associa-
tion, is certainly correct. Dr. Keller's resolution, as

cited, was thoroughly discussed in the Section of
State Medicine and proved too extreme, at that time,
for the small number of Sanitarians present at the
discussion. I offered a resolution to the effect "That

Cremation was the most certain and feasible method
of preventing possible infection from dead bodies."
This resolution was the direct conclusion from the
article I had read before the Section under the title
of, "Purified as by Fire." The final outcome of the
discussion was that a committee (as you state) was
appointed to investigate the subject still further, and
report to the Association next year. The weakest
point in the logic of such a conclusive resolution as
Dr. Keller's seems to be\p=m-\Havewe sufficient facts to
prove the infective power of dead bodies, and, the
poisonous influence of neighboring graveyards.

As a member of the Committee I would be pleased
to receive information from any member of the Ameri-
can Medical Association, as to any sweh fads within
their own knowledge. Respectfully

G. S. Franklin, M.D.
Chillicothe, Ohio, July 26, 1886.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The Missouri State Board of Health and
Medical Colleges.—At a meeting of the Missouri
State Board of Health on July 12, the following reso-
lution was passed :

Resolved: That in future a percentage of graduates
to matriculates of forty-five (45) or over, will be
grounds for refusal of registration of diploma and
issuing of certificate to graduates of a scbool other-
wise in good standing; provided, however, that be-
fore such action is taken by this Board, the said school
whose diploma is presented for registration, shall be
notified and an opportunity be given the facultythereof for satisfactory explanation to the State Board
of Health.

official list of changes in the stations and
duties of officers serving in the medical
department, u. s. army, from july 17, ,886, to
JULY 33. 1886.

Col. Glover Venn, Surgeon, leave of absence extended one
month. (S. O. 165, A. G. O., July 19, 1886.)

Major Wm. H. Gardner, Surgeon, granted four months' leave,
to take effect Aug. 10, or as soon thereafter as his services can
be spared. (S. O. 165, A. G. O., July 19, 1886.)

Major Calvin DeWitt, Surgeon, assigned to duty at Ft. Sully,Dak. (S. O. 66, Dept. Dak., July 14, 1886.)
Capt. Richards Barnett, Asst. Surgeon, leave of absence ex-

tended six months on surgeon's certificate of disability. (S. O.
162, A. G. O., July 15, 1886.)

Capt. J. J. Kane, Asst. Surgeon, ordered from Ft. Ringgold,
Tex., to Ft. IlanCÓck, Tex. (S. O. 85, Dept. Texas, July
13, 1886.)

Capt. Wm. F. Carter, Asst. Surgeon, ordered from Ft. Concho,
Texas, to Ft. Ringgold, Texas. (S. O. 85, Dept. Texas,
July 13, 1886.)

Capt. Jno. M. Dickson, Asst. Surgeon, ordered from Alcatraz
Island, Cal., to Ft. Mason, Cal.

Capt. Jno. J. Cochran, Asst. Surgeon, ordered from Ft. Mason,
Cal., to Presidio of San Francisco.

Capt. A. J. Gibson, Asst. Surgeon, ordered from Ft. Winfield
Scott, Cal., to Alcatraz Island, Cal., on return from leave of
absence. (S. O. 56, Dept. Cal., July 8, 1886.)

F'irst Lieut. Wm. O. Owen, Jr., Asst. Surgeon, ordered for
duty at Ft. Schuyler, New York Harbor. (S. O. 84, Div.
Atlantic, July 15, 1886.)
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